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FLIGHT PROFILE MAP 
31 JUL 19 

ESTIMATED FLIGHT PATH BASED ON WINGMAN DATA

Enclosure (24) 1 of 6





FLIGHT PROFILE MAP 
31 JUL 19 

ESTIMATED FLIGHT PATH

Enclosure (24) 3 of 6







FLIGHT PROFILE MAP 
31 JUL 19 

TYPICAL EXIT POINT FOR AIRCRAFT IN STARWARS CANYON 
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1. PLACE
DEPARTMENT OF THE NA VY 

VOLUNTARY STATEMENT 

VFA-151 CO Office 
2. DATE 

29 Aug 2019 

1. CDR Chad Heirigs, Commanding Officer, VF A-151 , make the foftowing 

free and voluntary statement to CDR(b) (3) (A_)_, _(b_)_(_6) ____________________ _

whom I know to be investigating an aviation mishap on 31 Jul 2019 

I make this statement or my own free will and without any threats or promises extended lo me. I fully undet'Stand that this statement Is 
given concerning my knowledge of 

the events surrounding the flight mishap on 31 Jul 2019 and the death of LT Charles Z. Walker. 

On 30 July 2019, I flew with LT Walker on an air-to-surface training flight. This was a change to the flight schedule as LT Walker 
was double-scheduled that day. He was the training officer and needed to attend the scheduled range scheduling brief at the wing 
and therefore could not make his flight as scheduled. I briefed and led the flight with LT Walker. No issues noted during the brief 
and all pertinent items were covered. Post-mission we proceeded to the fly the Sidewinder low level training route along the Jedi 
transition before we executed our RTB. We flew in the low level environment for less than 10 minutes. No issues during the flight 
or during the debrief were discussed as it relates to the low level training environment. 
LT Walker was well known in the squadron to be a good pilot and was well respected. He was also well known for enjoying low 
level flying. He did not have a reputation for flat-hatting. He never talked about getting photographed airborne. 
I do not believe there were any issues with LT Walker and his spouse. Although he kept to himself outside of work hours, he and 
his wife spent as much time together as possible given the fact that she lived out of state. He made several trips to see her since we 
returned from deployment. I have no knowledge of any difficulties in their relationship (infidelity or conversations about divorce). 
r believe LT Walker had a strong desire to live. ( do not know of any suicidal ideations held by LT Walker. I think LT Walker 
enjoyed his work, and was planning to stay in the navy and transfer to VF A-113 for department head orders. LT Walker was very 
fit and worked out a lot. LT Walker ate very well, even on the ship, often using Tupperware to store fresh food in the squadron 
ready room. 
There is no focus in the squadron on video collection. There is no discussion about photography or seeking out "cool photos" from 
outside entities such as those in Star Wars canyon. ln fact, when the photo of a USAF F-35A was released on social media leading 
to a new discussion about the Sidewinder low level recently, we discussed the issue during an AOM. The USAF and USN 
leadership announced a ban on certain activities on the Sidewinder low level, specifically no flat-hatting and no pre-coordination 
with photographers in the area. This was emphasized in my command and I believe it was, and still is, a non-issue. I put out that 
no radio calls announcing your presence on the low level other than for safety of flight were to be made, which was in keeping 
with the joint USAF and USN leadership guidance. 

Approved in lieu of signature 

OPNAV 5580/2 (Rev. 11/2006) PREVIOUS EOITION IS OBSOLETE. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY �en /11/ed /nJ 

SIN: 0107-lF-981-4800 
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Vofuntary Witness Statement 
TO BE COMF!.ETED BY WITNESS i?LE',SE Fl':IITT)· 

I .=t N::imP.· 
(b) (3) (A), (b) (6)
Streei Addr?.::-s'. . I Dhr n 

(b) (3) (A), (b) (6)
[¥.), 11>!(') 

I,..:.. 

{b) (3) {A), {b) (6) 
-

.1-1r!':I N::imP.: 
(b) (3) (A), (b) (6)

I .�1;:;tA· I 7in-C'..me: 

. 

, M.l. 

Death Valley National Park 
Box 579 CA HWY 190 
Death Valley, CA 92328 

DEVA Case#: 

· 'felephone Number.

{ (b) (3) (A), {b) (6)
n::.t� or nirth• • Date of.sta'tement

0'1 I � \ I � 0 , °' 

do hereby make the following statement of my own free 

will and accord concerning the matter of . ' 

Which occurred at (location) h(-�. 1-J�-
,I 

' . ' 
. . 

On the date of I I at 
: 

··A.M. or P.M. 
-

- ' . :. :( Circle one) -· : .
•. 

: ' � 

I 

YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT THE STATEMENTS YOU ARE ABOUT TO MAKE MAY BE PRESENTED TO A 

MAGISTRATE OR A JUDGE IN LIEU OF YOUR SWORN TESTIMONY AT A PRELIM(NARY EXAMINATION. ANY 

FALSE STATEMENT THAT YOU MAKE AND DO NOT BELIEVE TO BE TRUE MAY SUBJECT YOU TO CRIMINAL 

PUNISHMENT. 

In y;our own words describe in detail the WHO. WHAT, WHEN. WHERE. & HOW.

Statement:,,. / . t ( (J \ 
(YI -t v (,UL � (

:9
¢(1 rC e.... /tXc'---;c <'¢1.,.:r'l{t'V\ � ,

5 � :--v 

I 

TO BE COMPLETED BY INVESTIGATll�G OFFICER: 

lnvesticiatina Officer'( s ): 
jb) (3) (A), (b) (6) 

Badqe #'(s):. i lnvestiaatina Office� Sianature'(s): Date Signed: 
'F.orm Revised: 03/12/201, 

Page: of I 
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Unofficial translation of French foreign national Marc Moreau's witness statement, 

originally handwritten in French, taken in Death Valley National Park, CA by the 

National Park Service. 

Translated Statement: 

We were at the edge of the cliff about 25 meters and an airplane (illegible - maybe 
"crashed/hit") " right into the cliff, it is crashed right (illegible - maybe "into it"), 
we did not see him/it (eject). We (illegible) debris was toward us and we were 
burned. I was farther away than my 6 other partners. I saw the fire and the debris 
fly toward us. We were all burned severely. We were very scared but we are all 
alive. 
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Email correspondence summary of Mr. , NAVAIR Engineer with CDR , USN 

Various dates 

From:  CIV USN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM (USA) 
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2019 2:42 PM 
To:  CDR USN (USA) 
Subject: RE: 168471 Data 

This was the info we derived for the 30 July at the point where he goes out of view: 

30 July flight state 

36.357093, -117.558178 

4060 feet 
550 KCAS (0.89 M) 

Pitch: -3.5 deg. 
Bank: 70 deg. 

Heading: 78 deg 

From:  CIV USN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM (USA) 
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2019 1:42 PM 
To:  CDR USN (USA) 
Subject: RE: 168471 Data 

Sorry about the delay.   The altitude on 30 July at the point where the mishap aircraft went out of view in 
the video is approximately 4060 MSL feet. 

Please keep in mind that the estimate of 50-75 feet lower is our best guess from the video at this 

time.   We may refine it if we get additional information or analysis. 

From:  CIV USN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM (USA) 
Sent: Thursday, August 29, 2019 5:36 AM 
To:  CDR USN (USA) 
Subject: RE: 168471 Data 

On 30 July, the aircraft was at 4150 feet MSL when it passed over the south ridgeline.  The ridgeline is 

approximately at 3863 feet MSL.  That puts the aircraft about 290 feet AGL at that point.   The aircraft 
was travelling at 570 KCAS at that point with minimal 1.6 Gs when crossing over the ridgeline.   The pilot 

pulled max 4.6 Gs during that canyon run 6 seconds prior to the ridgeline crossing. 

NAVAIR ASIST
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From:  CIV USN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM (USA) 
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2019 9:58 AM 
To:  CDR USN (USA) 
Subject: RE: 168471 Data 

The 30 July aircraft was flying at 550 KCAS. 

At this time, we believe the mishap aircraft was about 50-75 feet lower than the 30 July flight when it 

went out of view. 

The KML file that I sent you can be loaded into Google Earth on a non-nmci machine.  It is just the data 

that is behind the pictures that I sent you. 

From:  CIV USN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM (USA) 
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2019 9:17 AM 
To:  CDR USN (USA) 
Subject: RE: 168471 Data 

Thank you reaching out.  I can provide you with the information you want. 

Based on the GoPro footage, engineering approximates the aircraft was travelling approximately 560 
KCAS when it flies out of view. 

I've enclosed the KML file and pictures that shows the flight path of the 30 July flight of the same BUNO 
obtained from the MU file. 

NAVAIR ASIST
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