Graphiks

Briefing: China, Iran, and Russia
state accounts on U.S. Protests

State outlets use U.S. unrest to further their own narratives

State-controlled media outlets and official public diplomacy accounts in China, Iran, and Russia
are focusing on the anti-racism protests in the United States, but they are primarily doing soina
way that furthers their existing narratives, rather than stoking American divisions.

China’s primary goal appears to be to discredit U.S. criticism of China’s crackdown on Hong
Kong. Iran’s primary goals appear to be to discredit U.S. criticism of Iran’s human-rights record
and to attack U.S. sanctions. Russian state-controlled outlets largely focused on the facts of the
protests, in line with a longstanding practice of covering protests in the West; some individual
pieces of editorial content also attacked Kremlin critics and the mainstream media.

These narratives are playing out on traditional media and social media platforms, but there is no
evidence as yet to suggest a large-scale, covert interference campaign like those the Russian
Internet Research Agency waged against the United States from 2014 until at least early 2020.

China

China’s primary focus in the days before the killing of George Floyd on May 25 was on the
international reaction to its proposed security law on Hong Kong - a move widely condemned in
the West as an attempt to strip Hong Kong of its remaining legal and democratic protections. On
May 22, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo called the law the death knell for Hong Kong's
autonomy.

On May 25, state-controlled outlet the China Daily published an article calling criticism of the law
‘hypocrisy” and commenting on “the hysterical outburst of China-haters.” The article argued that
“many countries have enacted national security laws” and that China’s was no different. Two days
later, a follow-on editorial accused the West of adopting a “"double standard” on Hong Kong.

No country, not even the United States, which proclaims itself to be the flag-bearer for
democracy and which is worshipped by some of the radicals in Hong Kong as the beacon
for their violent acts, would sit idle should one of its cities be threatened by such mob


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-52771718
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-52771718
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/pompeo-china-measure-a-death-knell-for-hong-kong-autonomy/2020/05/22/d6e2860e-9c8d-11ea-ad79-eef7cd734641_story.html
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202005/25/WS5ecbc236a310a8b241158533.html
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202005/25/WS5ecbc236a310a8b241158533.html
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202005/25/WS5ecbc236a310a8b241158533.html
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202005/27/WS5ece565fa310a8b241158ec2.html
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202005/27/WS5ece565fa310a8b241158ec2.html
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violence and even terrorism and be at risk of falling into the abyss of chaos and lasting
social disorder.

On the morning of May 28, another state outlet, the People’s Daily, ran a similar, lengthy editorial
under the byline Zhong Shen (a pen name often used by the outlet to express its views on foreign
policy) to argue that Western criticism of the Hong Kong law was an attempt to ‘challenge
international law with double standards.”

None of these articles mentioned the protests that had begun to sweep across the United States.
As the protests took hold, Chinese officials and state outlets portrayed them as proof of the
hypocrisy claim and posted or amplified messages that explicitly contrasted the situation in the
United States with the earlier protests in Hong Kong. This was opportunistic messaging to bolster
an existing narrative, not an attempt to create a new one.
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2.y play Spot The Difference! The 'beautiful sight' difined by US politicians has

Here are two Twitter posts and two images from the news eventually extended from Hong Kong to the US. Now they
. can witness it by their home windows. | want to ask
Speaker Pelosi and Secretary Pompeo: Should Beijing
support protests in the US, like you glorified rioters in
Hong Kong?

Iam so DEEPLY touched by the
courage and passion of the HK
protesters. As they risk all to
stand for freedom, the US and
the world must stand with
them!

‘ Rev. Patrick Mahoney @revmahoney

My heart is very heavy this
morning as | am watching
events in Minneapolis. Viclence
is NEVER the answer, even to
the most horrific acts of
injustice and racism!

Latest updates  All coronavirus stories  Global virus map Podcas
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Retweets by Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Lijian Zhao comparing the Hong Kong and American protests.
The right-hand post retweets Hu Xijin, chief editor of the Global Times, another state outlet; the quote
‘beautiful sight” refers to a comment on the Hong Kong protests made by U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
in 2079.

“The hypocritical US political elites have given full play to double standards,” the Global Times
proclaimed on May 29 as it contrasted the U.S. and Hong Kong protests. The tabloid returned to
the theme two days later as it speculated on how the international community should respond:

What follows, as the US used to direct such plays, should be that China and countries
whose internal affairs the US has interfered in, release statements and support the “revolt
of the American people,” . .. As for the countries which have not done this so far,
Washington should be aware that it owes them a big favor.


http://en.people.cn/n3/2020/0528/c90000-9695222.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2020/0528/c90000-9695222.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2020/0528/c90000-9695222.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2020/0528/c90000-9695222.html
https://twitter.com/HuXijin_GT
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-hongkong-pelosi/us-house-speaker-pelosi-backs-bill-aimed-at-protecting-hongkong-rights-idUSKCN1TK2BP
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1189972.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1190108.shtml
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On June 1, the People’s Daily summarized one of the key Chinese state narrative on the issue:

The U.S. has successfully attracted the attention of the world's media in recent days,
serving as a vivid demonstration of American “double standards” and the country's
deteriorating political environment.

On the one hand, protests over the death of an unarmed African-American man in
Minneapolis police custody have spread around the U.S.; on the other, the U.S. has
threatened to impose economic sanctions on Hong Kong.

Some of the posts from state outlets and officials border on online “trolling” behavior. In
particular, they used George Floyd's dying moments and last words - “I can't breathe” - to troll
State Department Spokeswoman Morgan Ortagus and to characterize U.S. President Donald
Trump'’s decision to pull the U.S. out of the World Health Organization. “| can't breathe” became a
rallying cry of anti-racism protesters after the death in a police chokehold of African-American
Eric Garner in 2014. They were Garner's last words.

"l can't breathe."

e ¥ Hua Chunying &% & @SpokespersonCHN - May 30 v

W Morgan Ortagus &3
2 Dstatedeptspox

This is a pivotal moment for the world. It will go down
in history. Freedom loving people around the world
must stand with the rule of law and hold to account the
Chinese Communist Party, which has flagrantly broken
its promises to the people of Hong Kong.
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Tweet by Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Hua Chunying, quoting Floyd's last words to her American
counterpart. The Chinese official’s tweet included a screenshot of a tweet by Ortagus on May 30, referencing
the Hong Kong law.



http://en.people.cn/n3/2020/0601/c90000-9696521.html
https://twitter.com/SpokespersonCHN/status/1266741986096107520
https://twitter.com/SpokespersonCHN/status/1266741986096107520
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/07/17/us/eric-garner-no-federal-charges-against-officer-reaction/index.html
https://twitter.com/SpokespersonCHN/status/1266741986096107520
https://twitter.com/statedeptspox/status/1266712225026318337

Graphiks

Racism kills Cutting the lifeline
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[Luo Jie/China Daily]

Cartoons by the China Daily May 29, on racism, and on June 1, portraying Trump cutting the WHO's lifeline.

Some comments looked beyond Hong Kong. For example, on June 1 Foreign Ministry
Spokeswoman Hua proclaimed that China “stand[s] firmly with our African friends” against
racism, although she awkwardly used the phrase “all lives matter,” which is often seen as a way of
playing down the message expressed in the phrase “black lives matter.”

Hua Chunying &% @ @SpokespersonCHN - 5h v
& All lives matter. We stand firmly with our African friends. We strongly oppose all
forms of racial discrimination and inflammatory expressions of racism and hatred.

Moussa Faki Mahamat & @AUC_MoussaFaki

3/3: | further urge the authorities in the United States of America to intensify
their efforts to ensure the total elimination of all forms of discrimination based
on race or ethnic origin. #GeorgeFloyd

Show this thread

QO 10K 17 618 QO 43k &

Post by Hua Chunying quoting the President of the African Union Commission, who condemned “continuing
discriminatory practices against Black citizens of the USA.”

Such posts reinforced another long-standing Chinese narrative of supporting African states as an
alternative to Western colonialism and exploitation: again, therefore, they fit the U.S. protests into
an existing narrative, rather than creating a new narrative to fit the protests.

Graphika mapped the Twitter conversation around these and similar Chinese state-affiliated
accounts and their Russian and Iranian equivalents. Perhaps counterintuitively, the accounts that


http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202005/29/WS5ed04c77a310a8b2411594b4.html
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202006/01/WS5ed4456ca310a8b241159bcb.html
https://www.vox.com/2016/7/11/12136140/black-all-lives-matter
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/culture/politics/a27075028/black-lives-matter-explained/
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2016/07/black-lives-matter-all-lives-matter
https://twitter.com/AUC_MoussaFaki/status/1266307253549891586
https://talks.ox.ac.uk/talks/id/231eaa78-e546-433c-ad30-65c190b93264/
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/grand-strategy-and-chinas-soft-power-push-in-africa/
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followed these Chinese state assets seemed more interested in sharing content from other
channels, especially U.S-based news outlets reporting directly on the protests. A higher
proportion of URLs shared by accounts in the map came from non-Chinese state sources. The
Chinese state narrative - largely focused on the very specific issue of Hong Kong - does not
appear to have caught on with a broader audience.

There was no indication in the map, or in any of our current investigations to date, of a substantial
covert online influence operation stoking divisions in the United States or pushing Chinese
government propaganda by masquerading as Americans. It should be noted that the |atest known
pro-Chinese government messaging information operations on social media have been marked
by their clumsy and spammy approach; such covert operations would be unlikely to play a
substantial role in stoking the American protests on the ground.

ran

Iran’s response to the U.S. protests was similar to China’s in its broad outline: it took U.S.
criticisms of Iranian crackdowns on demonstrations and turned them on the United States. Once
more, the tone was troll-like: Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Javad Zarif even took a screenshot of
a genuine U.S. statement about protests in Iran and edited/annotated it to criticize the United
States.

G , Javad Zarif @
Follow v
% @JZarif \ /

Some don't think #BlacklivesMatter %@

To those of us who do: it is long overdue for
the entire world to wage war against racism.

Time for a #WorldAgainstRacism.

Recent Protests in [#s0

PRESS STATEMENT

Asia, Africa or Latin America
The I;aam government is squandering its citizens’ resources, whether its adventurism in S, its
countless dictators
support fordiabeHelmemesmamestivessioutiis, or its ambitions for wastefully expanding its nuclear arms
merica
program, it will only add to the suffering of the people of (ga# As | have said before, it should surprise
erica ' American
no one that protests continue in jsa?® The JLamsasepeople are demanding their leaders share the

country’s wealth and respond to their legitimate needs. We condemn the government’s same futile

tacticsof suppression, imprisonment of protestors, and the denal SPenS2D3 strations. The people
of ware tired of the'corruption, injustice, and incompetence from their leaders. The world hears their

voice.

6:23 PM - 30 May 2020

4,452 Retweets 12,744 Likes @ Q @ & @ g», ' ) (&)

Tweet by @JZarif, embedding an edited screenshot of a State Department statement.


https://blog.twitter.com/en_us/topics/company/2019/information_operations_directed_at_Hong_Kong.html
https://graphika.com/reports/spamouflage/
https://graphika.com/reports/return-of-the-spamouflage-dragon-1/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/blogs-trending-52657434
https://translations.state.gov/2018/06/27/recent-protests-in-iran-statement-by-secretary-pompeo/
https://twitter.com/JZarif/status/1266782297887514624
https://translations.state.gov/2018/06/27/recent-protests-in-iran-statement-by-secretary-pompeo/
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Recent Protests in Iran Recent Protests in Irah

PRESS STATEMENT

PRESS STATEMENT

MICHAEL R. POMPEO, SECRETARY OF STATE

JUNE 27, 2018

Asia, Africa or Latin America
The I;anm government is squandering its citizens resources, whether its adventurism in Sy, its

The Iranian government is squandering its citizens' resources, whether its adventurism in Syria, its

support for Hizballah, Hamas, and the Houthis, or its ambitions for wastefully expanding its nuclear support for“ﬁﬁw% orits ambmons for wastefully expanding its nucleararms
program, it will only add to the suffering of the people of Iran. As | have said before, it should surprise program, it will only add to the suffering of the people of Ea#F A8 | have said before, it should surprise

no ane that protests continue in Iran. The Iranian people are demanding their leaders share the 1o one that protests continue injser® The s Reople are demanding their leaders share the

country's wealth and respond to their legitimate needs. We condemn the government's same futile country’s wealth and respond to their legitimate needs. We condemn the government's same futile
tactics of suppression, imprisonment of protestors, and the denial of Iranians’ frustrations. The people tactics ufsuppres;\on |mﬁr|§gnmen( of protestors, and the denial cﬁw‘?rusuanons The people

of Iran are tired of the corruption, injustice, and incomnpetence from their leaders. The world hears their QF‘;}E,E tired D(Tﬁvﬁmplm injustice, and incompetence from their leaders. The world hears their
voice. voice.

Left, the statement by Secretary Pompeo. Right, Deputy Minister Zarif’s edition.

In a similar vein of reflecting American words back at the White House, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry posted a photo of the protests alongside a quote from Martin Luther King's immortal “|
have a dream” speech.

Iran Foreign Ministry == v
@IRIMFA_EN

1:57 AM - Jun 1, 2020 - Twitter Web App

159 Retweets 267 Likes
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| HAVE A DREAM THAT UNE DAY THIS NATIUN WILL pff
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RISE UP & LI\IE OUT THE TRUE MEANING OF ITS CREED

Tweet by the Iranian Foreign Ministry.

On June 1, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas Moussavi made an English-language statement
addressed to the United States, urging the country to “Stop violence against your people and let
them breathe.” Moussavi's statement made an explicit link between the U.S. riots and American
foreign policy.

The American regime is perusing [sic] violence and bullying at home and abroad. We are
greatly sad to see, along with the people across the world, the violence the U.S. police

have recently unfolded.

The comment was amplified by state outlets including PressTV, Fars, and the Tehran Times.


https://www.state.gov/recent-protests-in-iran/
https://twitter.com/IRIMFA_EN/status/1267334406164762624/photo/1
https://twitter.com/IRIMFA_EN/status/1267334406164762624/photo/1
https://www.presstv.com/Detail/2020/06/01/626514/Iran-United-States-protests-police-violence-George-Floyd-fuel-exports-Venezuela-arms-trade
https://en.farsnews.ir/newstext.aspx?nn=13990312000563
https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/448448/Tehran-to-Washington-Let-your-people-breathe
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The manner of Floyd's death - asphyxiated by a policeman kneeling on his neck - provided
particular fuel for Iranian outlets both overt and covert. In another tweet, Zarif connected the
death with the U.S. policy of “maximum pressure” sanctions on Iran, while the pro-regime website
IlUVMpixel.com used it to personify Trump as the perpetrator with a cartoon headlined, “George
Floyd, a new victim of Trump's regime.”

@ Javad Zarif & Es/ = lon \) 5
£ @JZarif \ _
The “knee-on-neck” technique is nothing
new: Same cabal—who've admitted to
habitually “lie, cheat, steal"—have been
employing it on 80M Iranians for 2 yrs, calling
it “maximum pressure”.

It hasn't brought us to our knees. Nor will it
abase African-Americans.

#WorldAgainstRacism

4:26 PM - 1 Jun 2020

708 Retweets 2,417 Likes E ﬁ ’ 0 o u . e o George Floyd, a new crime of Trump’s regime

Left, tweet by Javad Zarif. Right, cartoon by [UVMpixel,

The IUVM family of websites has frequently been associated with fake accounts and coordinated
and inauthentic behavior across social media platforms, but on this occasion, the cartoon post
did not appear to be amplified by any social media assets. According to Graphika's map of the
Twitter accounts that followed Iranian state outlets, more activity focused on a series of hashtags
that were also trending in the West, notably #JusticeForGeorgeFloyd. The key exception was a
hashtag that a group of Iranian regime supporters appears to have created, #lranWithGeorge.
Given that they named their country of origin clearly in the hashtag, this should not be considered
a covert attempt at influence.



https://twitter.com/JZarif/status/1267477570053906432
http://www.iuvmpixel.com/george-floyd-a-new-crime-of-trumps-regime/
https://medium.com/dfrlab/trolltracker-an-iranian-messaging-laundromat-218c46509193
https://medium.com/dfrlab/takedown-details-of-the-iranian-propaganda-network-d1fad32fdf30
https://graphika.com/reports/irans-iuvm-turns-to-coronavirus/
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The more you dig, the more you see!
Authoritarian police force abusing its power
not to protect but to terrorize the humanity!
Matches 122with the Washington mentality
towards the other nations!

Washington has no respect for humanlife!
#GeorgeFloyd #lranWithGeorge
#icantbreathe
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Replying to @realDonaldTrump
To the brave people of America:

We have stood by you since the beginning of
this crime and we will stand by you.

We are following your protests closely.

Your courage is inspiring.

#lranWithGeorge

Donald J. Trump &
@realDonaldTrump

3o ol 00 &y g gl paje
Lo b poysgan Cunlyy 0y50 lanl

Lot b lizean o g 5 ploaliay]
S35l |y Lot cilslyiel Lo ol anlgs
oisu pladl e cuclonds auiS (o JWo
Ll

9:57 PM - 29 May 2020
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Soureh P oo
@souren_design :

This was a horrific image, inscribed in
minds of millions around the world of the
United States of America!
#lranwithGeorge #GeorgeFloyd

11:45 PM - 27 May 2020
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Three tweets by pro-Iranian accounts on the #lranWithGeorge hashtag. The central post mocks a Trump post
in Persian that supported protesters in Iran, in another case of reversing American messaging to attack the
United States. The right-hand post reproduces a cartoon by an artist in Morocco.

Russia

Russian state-controlled outlets were less tightly focused than their Iranian or Chinese
counterparts on a specific interpretation of the protest. Much of their coverage focused on the
facts on the ground, in line with a practice of highlighting genuine grievances and protests in the
West; some editorials focused on prominent Kremlin critics, notably the mainstream media,
former U.S. President Barack Obama, and human-rights NGO Human Rights Watch.

Forget the race-baiting scare
tactics, Trump has every right
to go after ‘thugs’ as
Minneapolis burns

Minnesota riots coverage: This
is why Trump called
mainstream media ‘enemy of
the people’

As Minneapolis suffers its third day of
massive looting, burning and rioting, a
number of commentators believe the
violent behavior on the streets serves
as justice for the death of George
Floyd. It does not.

by Robert Bridge

One of President Trump's legacies will
be exposing the US media as political
activists who have polarized the nation
by peddling a narrative rather than
evidence-based facts and truth.

by Mitchell Feierstein

As Minnesota burns, media
fans flames of race war... and
everyone forgets about Covid-
19

The speed with which the mainstream
media forgot all about coronavirus,
‘social distancing’ and masks to de
facto promote a race war with
coverage of riots and looting in the
Twin Cities makes one wonder about
their priorities.

by Nebojsa Malic


https://twitter.com/Shahrzadhezar/status/1266473831377534989
https://twitter.com/soureh_design/status/1265776110488432640
https://twitter.com/mizoji/status/1265840988796465152
https://www.voanews.com/middle-east/voa-news-iran/trump-tweets-support-farsi-iranian-protesters
https://www.voanews.com/middle-east/voa-news-iran/trump-tweets-support-farsi-iranian-protesters
https://www.cartoonmovement.com/cartoon/67551
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RT editorials attacking the mainstream media and defending Trump's rhetoric, from its editorial page on June
1.

tates Program of Human Rights Watch protects and promotes the
(al rights and dignity of every person subject to the authority of the US
inent. We investigate and expose systemic human rights violations committed

tie US federal, state and local governments, particularly in three priority areas:
sriminal justice, immigration, and national security. We prioritize issues affecting
vulnerable populations, especially those that are likely to have difficulty vindicating
their rights through the political process or in the courts, such as the poor, racial,
ethnic and religious minorities, prisoners, immigrants, and children. Our investigations
become the basis for strategic advocacy to press those in power to effect changes in
laws and policies to respect fundamental rights. B

\fter Week of Angry Protests
Over George Floyd's Murder
Human Rights Watch's ==
ebsite Remains slle-nt

Attack on Human Rights Watch by Sputnik, accusing the NGO of “deafening silence” and “seemingly turning a
blind eye to the humanitarian crisis unfolding on Stateside streets,” on the grounds that the organization’s
website did not mention George Floyd’s name. In fact, the website on June 1 referenced the riots as the top
story on its daily briefing and called for ‘meaningful reforms of policing” in America, but did not mention the
victim by name. HRW staff tweeted widely about police brutality and the protests, as the HRW Twitter feed
makes clear.



https://web.archive.org/web/20200601213442/https://www.rt.com/op-ed/
https://sputniknews.com/us/202006011079488897-week-of-angry-protest-after-george-floyds-murder-yet-human-rights-watch-silent/
https://web.archive.org/web/20200602004224/https://www.hrw.org/the-day-in-human-rights/2020/06/01
https://web.archive.org/web/20200602004224/https://www.hrw.org/the-day-in-human-rights/2020/06/01
https://twitter.com/hrw
https://archive.vn/wip/lcfyG
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‘Let’s not excuse violence’: Barack Obama forgets his ENTIRE
presidency and argues riots should lead to voting Democrat

SCEE  Nebojsa Malic
is a Serbian-American journalist, blogger and translator, who wrote a regular column for Antiwar.com

from 2000 to 2015, and is now senior writer at RT. Follow him on Twitter @NebojsaMalic

Get short URL

Editorial on RT accusing Obama of “urging people not to excuse or rationalize the violence. He then proceeds
to do just that.” In fact, far from excusing or justifying violence, the former president’s article on which this RT
attack was based explicitly condemned the violence: “putting innocent people at risk, compounding the
destruction of neighborhoods that are often already short on services and investment and detracting from the
larger cause.”

The Russian outlets’ portrayal of Trump was mixed, with some articles defending his approach
and others condemning him as a "racist.”

10


https://www.rt.com/op-ed/490433-obama-electing-democrats-is-solution/
https://medium.com/@BarackObama/how-to-make-this-moment-the-turning-point-for-real-change-9fa209806067
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/490185-minneapolis-thugs-trump-right/
https://sputniknews.com/columnists/202006011079489833-america-2020-where-anti-racists-are-terrorists-racists-are-president/
https://sputniknews.com/columnists/202006011079489833-america-2020-where-anti-racists-are-terrorists-racists-are-president/
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Sputnik opinion piece on Trump as a racist.

N
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F Security protocols of the US president make Donald Trump
coward who flees from his own people

Article by USA Really calling Trump a coward for taking shelter in the White House bunker during protests
against the killing. USA Really is funded by the Federal News Agency (RIAFAN), which was exposed in 20715
as being connected to the Internet Research Agency.
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https://sputniknews.com/columnists/202006011079489833-america-2020-where-anti-racists-are-terrorists-racists-are-president/
https://usareally.com/6725-security-protocols-of-the-us-president-make-donald-trump-coward-who-flees-from-his-own-people
https://globalvoices.org/2015/07/13/open-source-information-reveals-pro-kremlin-web-campaign/
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By June 1, Russian state outlets and official coverage had pivoted to criticizing the police
handling of a Russian journalist and to pushing back against the accusation by some U.S.
politicians and commentators that “foreign actors” such as Russia could be stoking the protests.
Russian state outlets were by no means alone in their outrage at the police handling of journalists,
so the Russian state commentary largely reflected events on the ground.

) i, v
'@MFA_Russia: It is impermissible for
journalists to be attacked by law enforcement
personnel while performing their professional
duty. We remind the #US authorities of their
international obligations to ensure the safety

and unhindered activities of journalists
@statedeptspox

Russia in USA =8 & @RusEmbUSA

'@MFA_Russia: we regard the targeted spraying of pepper aerosol
@l by Minneapolis police officers in the face of RIA Novosti

] correspondent Mikhail Turgiev as a manifestation of unreasonable
brutality, despite identifying him as a journalist

5:12 PM - 31 May 2020

100 Retveets 195Lkes P AP PPS 2 GBS

Tweet by the Russian embassy to the United States on the treatment of a Russian journalist.

Russian covert information operations have a long history of targeting African-American
grievances. The original Internet Research Agency operation of 2014-2017 focused heavily on the
Black Lives Matter movement, and the most recent takedown of IRA-linked assets on Facebook in
March 2020 also targeted race issues in the United States using unwitting employees in Ghana.
After the March 2020 takedown, CNN reported that the employees were intending to create new
accounts and try again, but as yet, none have been convincingly identified as belonging to
Russian operations. Moreover, the assets that were taken down in March had a modest following,
too small to fundamentally change the dynamics of a nationwide online conversation in the
United States. As yet, there is no evidence to support the claim of covert Russian interference in
the protests. It is important that such claims not be made or amplified unless there is evidence to
support them, as they can be used to falsely discredit and de-legitimize genuine activists.

Some Russian state content did pick up on the claim of U.S. “hypocrisy,” and even put it in the
context of the Hong Kong law. An RT show on May 29 made the contrast explicit under the
headline, “Thugs and heroes hypocrisy.” The same day, Russia’'s Deputy Permanent
Representative to the United Nations accused the United States of denying China’s “right to
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restore peace & order in HK while brutally dispersing crowds at home.” This shows a strong
narrative convergence between Russian and Chinese messaging, discussed below.

2540 W)

Screenshot of the RT newscast “Thugs and heroes hypocrisy,” contrasting Minneapolis and Hong Kong.

Overall, however, the Russian coverage and commentary on the U.S. protests focused more on
the nationwide unrest and the authorities’ response, in line with earlier practice of reporting on
genuine grievances in the West and letting the events speak for themselves.

Crossover

One other factor in this coverage merits attention, and that is the way in which state outlets from
these different countries amplified one another. This likely reflects a current confluence of
interests rather than a “confluence of tactics,” as all three states have a shared interest in
undermining U.S. influence as the main power capable of limiting their own geopolitical
intentions, and all three have faced severe U.S. criticism for their human-rights records. Under
such circumstances, each country’s messaging provided useful validation and supporting
commentary for the others.

This cross-pollination occurred in multiple directions. As noted above, Russian state voices
echoed the Chinese argument of hypocrisy vis-a-vis Hong Kong. Russian outlets also echoed
Iranian narratives, and Chinese officials amplified Russian claims (including some of the Russian
amplification of Chinese narratives).
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ideo: Iranian Supreme
Leader Slams History of US
Race Relations in *
'#BlackLivesMatter’ Tweet

Sputnik article amplifying attack on U.S. race relations attributed to lran’s Supreme Leader.

" Hua Chunying &% @ M
@SpokespersonCHN

THUGS & HEROES HYPOCRISY

America in crisis: Days of rage sweep US cities (Special report) — RT The Ne...
Mass protests, looting, vandalism and arson rocking cities across the US in the
wake of George Floyd's death at the hands of a police officer

& rt.com

11:00 AM - May 30, 2020 - Twitter Web App

779 Retweets  5.3K Likes

Tweet by China’s Foreign Ministry spokeswoman sharing the above-mentioned RT article on U.S. "hypocrisy”
over Hong Kong.
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Dmitry Polyanskiy
@Dpol_un

2/2 Our US colleagued failed to answer legitimate
qguestions of how their appeals to calm to protesters in
#Minneapolis are coherent with the inciting of protesters
in #HongKong. Why US denies #China's right to restore
peace & order in HK while brutally dispersing crowds at
home?

1:07 PM - May 29, 2020 - Twitter for iPhone

97 Retweets 288 Likes
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Dmitry Polyanskiy v
@Dpol_un

We totally understand and share your reasoning, Mrs First
Lady, but how about other countries? Namely
#HongKong? Why does US encourages violent protests
there and criticises measures taken by #China and HK
authorities to bring them to an end? Where is the
coherence?

@ Melania Trump & @FLOTUS - May 29

Our country allows for peaceful protests, but there is no reason for viclence.
I've seen our citizens unify & take care of one another through COVID19 & we
can't stop now. My deepest condolences to the family of George Floyd. As a
nation, let's focus on peace, prayers & healing.

11:51 AM - May 289, 2020 - Twitter for iPhone

83 Retweets 101 Likes

Tweets by Russia’s deputy permanent representative to the United Nations comparing the Hong Kong and
Minnesota protests, including by replying to First Lady Melania Trump.

T Lijian Zhao #X37'® Retweeted

Dmitry Polyanskiy @Dpol_un - May 29

A4

2/2 Our US colleagued failed to answer legitimate questions of how their
appeals to calm to protesters in #Minneapolis are coherent with the
inciting of protesters in #HongKong. Why US denies #China’s right to
restore peace & order in HK while brutally dispersing crowds at home?
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China’s deputy foreign minister retweeting the Russian diplomat.
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