June 4, 2020

President Donald J. Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvamia Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump:

I write to inform you that, with last night’s curfew ending at 6:00 a.m. today, I have ended the state of
emergency in the District of Columbia related to demonstrations. The protestors have been peaceful, and
last night, the Metropolitan Police Department did not make a single arrest. Therefore, | am requesting that
vou withdraw all extraordinary federal law enforcement and military presence from Washington, DC.

Since Home Rule, we have developed a finely wrought system of coordination with federal partners, and
we will continue to work with them to ensure the safety of demonstrations. We are well equipped to handle

large demonstrations and First Amendment activities.

Furthermore. I continue to be concerned that unidentified federal personnel patrolling the streets of
Washington, DC pose both safety and national security risks. The deployment of federal law enforcement
personnel and equipment are inflaming demonstrators and adding to the grievances of those who, by and
large. are peacefully protesting for change and for reforms to the racist and broken systems that are killing
Black Amencans.

Our police and incident command have clear channels of communication and roles and it is important to
note that these additional, unidentified units are operating outside of established chains of command. This
multiplicity of forces can breed dangerous confusion, such as when helicopters are used in a war-like tactic
to frighten and disperse peaceful protestors.

Adding to the confusion and my concern are the units that lack identifying insigma. When citizens are
unable to clearly dentify legiimate law enforcement officers, it creates unnecessary risks for both
protesters and officers. In fact, we found many years ago that conflict between police and citizens 1s reduced
when law enforcement affiliation is apparent; thus. identifying insignia is mandatory in Washington, DC.

The safety and freedom of the residents and visitors to the District of Columbia 1s paramount. My view 1s
that law enforcement should be in place to protect the rights of Amencan citizens, not restrict them. |
appreciate your prompt consideration of this request.




