
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

At Charleston 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 50-20 

By the Governor 

WHEREAS, a State of Emergency was declared on the Sixteenth Day of March, Two 

Thousand Twenty for all counties in West Virginia (the "State of Emergency Declaration"), to 

allow agencies to coordinate and create necessary measures to prepare for and respond to the 

outbreak of respiratory disease caused by a novel coronavirus now known as COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 15, Article 5, Section 6 of the Code of West Virginia authorizes the 

Governor to, among other things, control ingress and egress to and from a disaster area or an area 

where large-scale threat exists, the movement of persons within the area, and the occupancy of 

premises therein, and to perform and exercise other functions, powers, and duties that are necessary 

to promote and secure the safety and protection of the civilian population; and 

WHEREAS, Executive Order 9-20 required all businesses and operations in West 

Virginia, except Essential Businesses and Operations as defined therein, to cease all activities 

within the state except for such minimum basic operations as are necessary to maintain the value 

of the business's inventory, preserve the condition of the business's physical plant and equipment, 

ensure security, process payroll and employee benefits, or related functions, and the minimum 

necessary activities to facilitate employees of the business being able to continue to work remotely 

from their residences, and provided exceptions for businesses such as home-based businesses and 

certain small businesses while requiring proper social distancing and hygiene practices be 

maintained at such businesses; and 








