EMPLOYEES UNION

STRENGTH THROUGH UNITY

To: Salem City Council and City Manager Steve Powers

From: Scotty Nowning, SPEU President

Date: June 24, 2020

Subject: SPEU Support for Body Worn Cameras for Salem Police

Greetings,

As President of the Salem Police Employees Union (SPEU), and on behalf of the SPEU
and the employees represented by the SPEU, SPEU is urging the Salem City Council to
consider the purchase of Body Worn Cameras (BWCs) o increase the transparency of the
review of the actions that our Officer’s take as guardians in our community.

SPEU believes these cameras, togethef_.m}ith a thoughtful policy governing their use, will
increase the public trust and demenstrate to the eiti_Zens of Salem what | and the _members of
SPEU already know; that Salem Police Offieeré are:highty trained, dedicated, men end women
who are guardians of this communlty who show up'in serwce for the C|t|zens of the City of
Salem 24 hours a day, _seven days a week 365 days a year and do so |n a professmnal
unbiased manner. _ E ' ' _ _ L

As the President of SPEU,'-'f_z have also heard the call fo'r..:agdi'tional training of our
officers. Although our officers are'highiy trained and are subject to continual training throughout
their careers, many training requeSt_é-_ffom _offic_er_s_a_re_._de_:h'ied _d'_ue to lack of funding. Therefore,
on behalf of SPEU, | am asking and proposing to the City Council and City Manager that there
be a substantial increase of the qqrrent.trainin'gtbudget of the S';ell_em Police Department so we
can become the model for all poiiee_.ageﬁcies when it comee te::_t_'f'a_i_ning and implementation of
best practices. " :

Thank you for- your | constderatlon and the SPEU executwe team and |.look forward to
having a serious dlalogue wufh aII of you concern;ng these proposals and other challenging
issues facing our officers and the community we serve.

Respecifully,

RN
co,“ty Now;iing[, SPEL\J}resident

—

PO Box 583
Salem, OR 97308



