
From: Best, Carmen <Carmen.Best@seattle.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2020 9:32:50 PM
To: Best, Carmen <Carmen.Best@seattle.gov>
Subject: A message from the Chief
 
 

To the Women and Men of the Seattle Police Department –   
 

I wanted to notify you that I will be retiring from the Seattle Police 
Department, effective September 2nd, 2020. I wanted you to hear this from 
me, but some media have reached this conclusion on their own.   
 

This was a difficult decision for me, but when it’s time, it’s time.  
 

I want to thank Mayor Durkan for her continuous support through good times
and tough times.
 

I am confident the department will make it through these difficult times. You 
truly are the best police department in the country, and please trust me 
when I say, the vast majority of people in Seattle support you and appreciate
you.   
 

I am impressed daily at your skill, your compassion, and your dedication. I 
am thankful my command team has agreed to continue serving the 
department, and that Mayor Durkan has appointed Deputy Chief Adrian Diaz 
as the interim Chief of Police. Chief Diaz shares my commitment to this 
department and has the trust of the community.   
 

I look forward to seeing how this department moves forward through the 
process of re-envisioning public safety. I relish the work that will be done by 
all of you. 
 

After more than 28 years, I am so thankful for the time I spent at SPD. You 
are my family. You will always be in my heart. We have had tough times 
before and come out better on the other side. I am glad I pushed through 
each of those tough times with you.   
I am grateful for the opportunity to have served as your Chief.  
 
Remember to take care of one another.  
 
Thank you  
 
 
Carmen Best
Chief of Police
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