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Dear Kathleen and Neil, 

 

Regarding your memo to Sheriff Nocco dated July 28, 2020, the Pasco Sheriff’s Office’s response to 

your correspondence is below.  However, the Pasco Sheriff’s Office would first like to note and make 

clear that it is never our intent with the Prolific Offender Program or our Intelligence Led Policing (ILP) 

philosophy to publicly disparage any person.  This program provides needed resources to individuals as 

part of information physically handed to them during prolific offender checks (a copy of that document 

is attached at the conclusion of this memo for review) and serves to protect our community through the 

reduction of crime and recidivism.   

 

The comments we offer on individuals below is not something we desire to do as part of this 

program and is ONLY offered after this specific request from the Tampa Bay Times.  Please note 

that we do not offer comment on ANY other individuals besides those that the Tampa Bay Times 

specifically asked about and those with whom they are associated in a desire to provide full 

information. 

 

We first want to note, recognizing the importance of factual accuracy in this information, that references 

to “first contacts” in regards to the subjects below refer to to the first contact where the person was an 

offender, a missing person, on curfew or other, assorted contacts.  The subject may have had previous 

contacts with the Pasco Sheriff’s Office where they were victims or witnesses but, for the purposes of 

this response, those are not considered. 

 

To begin, we first address the Times’ reporting regarding Matthew Lott.  As part of the request, the 

Times states that the Pasco Sheriff’s Office conducted two dozen (24) prolific offender checks on 

Matthew Lott in the first half of 2017.  We can confirm this number, however, it is important to note that 

our first contact with Mr. Lott was on February 8, 2016 when he was reported as a Missing 

Person/Runaway to our agency after he had skipped school that day.  In addition, Mr. Lott was also 

given a curfew warning on March 13, 2016.   

 

Shortly after that curfew warning, on July 25, 2016, Mr. Lott was arrested for the burglary of a 

residence, which resulted in him being added as a prolific offender, since a residential burglary is one of 

the “Big Four” crimes.  Mr. Lott was arrested eight additional times after this initial arrest, with 27 

charges in Pasco County to include the aforementioned residential burglary, an armed burglary of an 

automobile, an additional burglary of an occupied dwelling, and nine additional counts of burglary auto 

on July 16, 2017.  Despite our best efforts with providing resources, Mr. Lott continued to offend.   













 
 

 

 

 

This reduction in property crime has a direct, positive impact on the lives of the citizens of Pasco 

County and, for that, we will not apologize.  Our first and primary mission is to serve and protect our 

community and the Intelligence Led Policing philosophy assists us in achieving that mission. 

 

The Pasco Sheriff’s Office stands by the Intelligence Led Policing philosophy and continue to encourage 

the Times to re-examine their reporting in light of the facts provided in this memo. 

 

We, again, point to the lengthy arrest history of those that the Times has asked us to address and to the 

fact that the Times’ own reporting found an “epidemic” and “crisis” in the county just to our south and 

would strongly encourage the Times to reconsider their reporting and findings especially considering the 

reduction in crime over the last eight years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Two-sided card left behind with previous offenders during Prolific Offender checks (referenced earlier 

in the memo): 

 


