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12/03 site plan, Forest City Ratner

 First 
site 
plan, 
Dec. 03, 
by 
Forest 
City 
Ratner



  

Official Site Plan, Empire State 
Development Corporation, 2006



  

Develop Don’t Destroy Bklyn Map



  

Forest City Ratner Presentation to 
City Council, 2005 (note distance of 
“Prospect Heights“ from site)



  

FCR slide of 1980s, real blight



  

FCR’s two malls, new housing



  

Atlantic Terminal Urban Renewal 
Area (ATURA), from 1960s

 ATURA in red, AY site blue; eminent 
domain battle over properties in 
“blue” blocks (not blue/red)



  

December 2003 arena rendering

 By Frank Gehry



  

December 2003 skyline rendering
 By Frank Gehry, Williamsburgh Savings Bank at right (east)



  

Brooklyn Paper, 
January 2004

 Indy weekly 
 was sold to 
Rubert 
Murdoch’s 
CNG in 
2009



  

Forest City Ratner Brochure mailed 
to Brooklynites, May 2004

 The quote is 
from Herbert 
Muschamp, 
NYTimes 
architecture 
critic

 The buildings 
would not be 
three stories



  

Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn 
(DDDB) poster, August 2004



  

Summer 2005

 “Publication” 
by Forest City 
Ratner

 After second 
issue in fall 
2005, it was 
canceled



  

July 2005, New Gehry renderings 
from above



  

DDDB addendum, July 2005



  

Atlantic Yards 
brochure, May 2006

 Where are the 
towers? (Smudgy 
buildings in red, as 
seen from a satellite)



  

Fish-eye lens misleadingly suggests 
whole site is a railyard



  

Brooklyn Views 
blog (via DDDB),
May 2006

 Views of Fifth 
Avenue looking 
north at “Miss 
Brooklyn” 
(currently the 
office tower is 
on hold)



  

Municipal Art Society, June 2006



  

July 2006: new Gehry renderings



  

July 2006

 Flagship 
tower=“Miss 
Brooklyn”

 Gehry calls it 
“my ego trip”



  

Dean Street 
scale, 7/06, 

 By 
Jonathan 
Barkey

 Looking 
northwest 
toward 
Downtown 
Brooklyn



  

Dean Street, 
11/06

 Gehry incorporates Barkey’s photo for ESDC



  

Possible signage, November 2006



  

AtlanticYardsPhotoBook.com



  

Photos by Tracy Collins



  

Block and Lot Map



  

Forest City Ratner Property Map, 
May 2005



  

Forest City Ratner Property Map, 
August 2008, overstates control



  

ESDC Property Map, July 2009, 
corrects the record



  

ESDC 2006 map of properties with 
one or more “blight characteristics”



  

What if a working railyard doesn’t 
actually constitute blight?



  

Completion Dates for Project 
Buildings as Estimated in 2006



  

Poster by 
DDDB

 Sept. 2006



  

January 2007
 Barclays buys 

arena naming 
rights for a 
reported $400 
million. In 2009, we 
learn that was 
halved. 

 First rendering of 
project scale from 
street level to 
appear in a 
newspaper. It came 
in an advertisment.



  

May 2008: final Gehry designs; no 
Phase 2 portrayed, nor Site 5 tower



  

May 2008, Municipal Art Society 
alternative vision: Atlantic Lots



  

UNITY Plan, 
Sept. 2008

 Limited to 
railyard and 
blocks above 
Pacific Street. 
Superblocks 
gone, new 
streets 
added.



  

June 2009, Ellerbe Becket arena



  

Sept. 2009, new skin by SHoP; note 
“vaportecture” towers



  

Arena image enhanced with traffic 



  

Will Rooftop Advertising be OK?

 Design guidelines say no



  

Prospect Heights Historic District, 
designated in June 2009

 SE block 
in red:  
parking lot 
for 1000+ 
cars

 Would 
project 
remove 
blight or 
create it?

 Map by 
Tracy 
Collins
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