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D,:ar ltzlr. Rosen,

A's the lornrer contmanijer-ir -chi;:{', '.1<ir1lr American Aerospace Def'ense Comnrancl (CINCNORAD) and United
States S,pace Command (USl- ' lN( 'S{ ' / \ClEl) .  ard conrni trrrJer,  ,Air  Force Space Command, I  disagree with the
overal lprent ise:o1'youraf i icLe. " l ) i r l  the f)entagon Cry V/ol f  Over Scqucstrat ion?" In my discLrssions with man1,
setr ior n:r i l i tarv leaders. i t  is cryslr l  , ; : lerar that t ;ecluestrat iorr  has had signi f icant impacts in this f iscal  year and i t
u'il l haLl'e ever- inc,reas ing inr ract:' as; tlre []rrd1let Control .,\ct of' 2r) I 2 mandates dce per cuts irr the years ahead. As
vou accurately stated i t t  your art i r . : ler, ,  t reci luse ol  sequestrat ion. Del 'ense was rcduccd $428 in FYl3 and wi l l  bc
reduced another $4511 in 20l l  4.  l t  i , ;  l i tnpr: ,r1ant l  to rernenrbr;r  that t l re annual cuts are addit ive and rvi l l  cont inue
e'veD/, ' /oar Ibr thc next, ; ight vearsr,  f rorn IrYl l  lbr a toral  of  ncarly $500B and that is in acldi t ion to the $ $4878
t lrat  has alreacl l 'bcen takcn J"orn [) tel 'ense as a result  ol 'ag.reenrenrls rcached in2012. So no one is crying wol l '
I t , : re.  

- l 'he 
cornbit t r t t iotr  r , t l - thcse t lvo r . :uts arnolrnts to real mone\/  that i f  rcal ized, wi l l  gut our mi l i tary.

AJrcady in 2Cf l . l  scquestrat iot t  har ci tusei l  t le Air  Forcc lo "break lai th" with nrany of i ts c iv i l ian employees.
Irrotn rni l intenance professionals i t l  c:  Lv' i l  engirre,:rs to pr-c,gral l  lnanagers, c iv i l iarr  employees wi l l  lose up to
trvctr t l 'percent o1' their  pay crvcr the last quarter of the f  is;cal  year.  ' l 'hcse prof 'essiclnals are csscnt ial  to mission
ar:compl ishmrsr l t ,  and i t 's im11rortant l r t  rert teurber the;, 'havc not seen a pay raise in thc Iast threc ycars. The vl ,ork
dr:ne by thesc employec,s wi l l l  e i t l t t : : r  t tot  be ac;ornpl i : ih, : :c l ,  or our rni l i tary persc'rr t rrel  wi l l  be divefted l iorn their
rvork to accomplish essent ial l  task:; .

Ontheopera t iona l  f ion lyo t t  s la ted i r r  y -o l l ro rg ina la f t i , ; le ' tha1 l2o f theAi rForce 's  l7 l  squadronshaves toppedL
flY'ing - none of u'hich r,re actil 'e dutll. l l. rs inrp,crtanl t,o rernernbr:r that the Air Force fights as a Total Force macle
up of acr ive dtr ty,  Nat ional Ciuarcl  i :urr . l  Air  Force Reserl 'e forces. I f  you look at any operat ion since the First  Gulf
S/ar, Ciuard ancl Reserve lbrccs \\rr)rer oS irvol,led as oltf ar:tive duly forces, so to intimate thal shutting down thos;e
urt i ts is s;olnehow less i rnporlant lhan l l routtding act ive,Juty forccr i  is to rrot underst lnd how the Air  Force f ights.
And be'sides, the fhct is the n lrnbr;t o f'unils thrat stopped flying w:rs thifteen ancl all were active duty. For example,
thr:336rl l 'FS r.r ,hich f l ies highlv capir lble F- l5E Slr ike l3aglcs has stopped f ly ing unt i l  at  least the end of September
2013. Olher squadrons not f  i ing are a. lso rna<le up o1' f i 'ont- l iner aircraft  such as F-16s, B- l  Us and addit ional I r-
li i l ls. Sio already because of :;equr:rstrirtion:rctive duty,flying squarlrons are grounded, space assets have been
shLutterr:r.1, andl critical training e\'€nts have tret,:n cancelle<i. The corrosive impact of'these actions, rvhile not
immediertely obvious, lessens the r , :ar, l iness pcrsture t l1 'c,ur Air  Frorce. Should the Air  Force be cal led upon for a
rlla.jor ol)eration, it wctuld be 

"er1'rJi1"[lcult, 
if rnot irnpossitrle, to asrsemble the required forces for major combat

op,3rat i , )r ls and that is jLrst the,resul l  o[ 'FYl3 cuts,  I f  seque'strat ion cuts cont inue i t  wi l lonly be a matterof t ime



br : fo rev \ /e reac l tapo in lo fn r  re tunn- -ournr i l i teLrywi l l  beho l lowedoutand incapab leo fprov id ing for the
national defens,e.

Tfre imrpract of sequestration is nol alrvayr; ilpprarent. Fior e;iample, across the Air Force, sustainment of facilities
and w€)a,pons s)'stems h;'ts bee:n reduced drasti;ally. l,{eerJed repairs are being pushed dorvn the road into fiscal

1'r:ars wJitic:h rvill have even lcss c'rperirl.ion :rncl mainterni,Lnce funding--the work simply will not get done. In my
former corntnand, Air l ' iorce Spaccr l:.iJmrrand, rveapons l;ysterns s;ustainment funding, which pays for depot
m a i n t e n i l n c e r a n d l o g i s t i c s s u l ) p o r , . u , a s c u t $ l 4 j ; M o u t , r J ' a n $ S 0 5 M b u d g e t .  T h e r e s u l t i s d e f e r r i n g a n d
eventuill ly elirninating required fi:i.es, ancl neerled softwilre, upgrades to vital satellites that support the President in
hi : ;  role as Commander- in-Cl l r ief  .  

'You' l l  
a lso f ind that fhe'se same, systems have been cr i t ical  to warf ighter and

inlel l igence analysts in ,Afghirnistarr i , rncl  l laq r lv, :r  the pat i t .  decade.

F'rnal l l ' ,  and perhaps most imrportant lv,  your point that the Pentagon has had f lexibi l i tv in anplying i ts share of the
autontaLt ic cuts is not sul lport t :d b1 th;  rnr. : r :harLics of tho I ludget Clontrol  Act. ' l -he law requires that sequestrat ion
be irnplemett tedas reduct ionr;  to zr l l  appropria: ic,ns-th,ere is no f lexibi l i ty in the lar,v.  Whi le the FYl3
Appropriat ions Act d id prov i  Jc e ight bi l l i  : r rr  c lol lars of reprrogramm ing authori ty ($ I  .8 B fbr the A ir  Force).  this is;
a rniniscule arnoutt t  whe,n ) 'ou cotts ic ler t lnt  the lDoD budglet is $5.258. This " f lexibi l i ty" is c lear ly i lsuf l lc ient to
solLvc t l t r :  strur: tural  problems created 1,1'r  lau,thrat has bcrth imrnediate and last ing impacts.

J-o he clr :ar I  atr l  not ol lc,  of  t losc;. luslhinp, I i r r thc statr-rs c1r.ro. Our nat ior.r  has scvcre budgct pr6blcms that rnust be
res,olved if u'e are to gct our rlrccrlt()rn:)i back or track. Dt:fense neerJs to do its par1, but the level of cuts and how
thcy arr;  currerrt ly appl ierd rvi l l  resLrl l  i r r  a rr i l i tary thal  is i r rcapable of providing "for thc cornnron defense" as
cal led 1'c,r  in our Const i l r : t ion

I believe a mc,l'€r in-deptlr looli at thc r;cc;ue:stration-relatr:cl problenrs across the entire DoD would Iead to a far
difi 'erent sct o1''conclusions than 1,c,u reaclrcd in vour rartiicle.
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